Skeena Stikine Forest District 
Fire Management Plan 
Bulkley – Kispiox TSA- 2009
Section 1- Suppression Categories

There are 3 Suppression categories in which to action Fires in the Skeena-Stikine District:
Full Protection –Initial attack and Expanded attack always.
Modified Protection – Discretion –Initial attack always and depending on values at risk, fire behaviour, time of year, other priorities, Expanded attack can be used when necessary.

Modified Protection – Definite –Initial attack action is the only action to occur.  In SMZ’s monitor is the option prior to any suppression action.  Expanded attack is not desirable.

The following are definitions, and rationales of different land categories you will find in the Skeena-Stikine Forest District and the respective Suppression category they fall under.
Section 2 - Full Protection:

UREP - (Recreation Reserves) 
These were set aside for recreation purposes – there is usually some kind of feature that has been identified.  

Private Land
There is public safety, and infrastructure concerns.
Woodlots 

This is a managed Forest tenure and there are investments on the land (roads, plantations etc.) that need to be protected.
Operable Landbase - this is anything that is left over that is not covered off by any other landscape unit or category.  The main issue here is the timber values that need to be protected.
Growth and yield/Research Installations

Years of data have been collected and will continue to be collected, helping predict forest management.
Indian Reserves

There are infrastructure and public safety concerns.
General Features

These are known Features such as trappers cabins, guide outfitter cabins, cell towers, repeater sites, recreation site etc. that have been entered into the system and registered, so we will try to protect depending on fire/weather conditions, and what suppression category they fall into.  
Section 3 - Modified Discretion
Landscape Corridors 

Mature tree cover providing habitat connectivity within the Landscape, and permitting movement and dispersal of plant and animal species.  Roads and trails are not desirable within these areas.
Community Watersheds 
To maintain water quality and flow regime (quantity and timing) to ensure adequate potable water is available for domestic use.  Due to potential siltation and rehab costs discretion should be used where expanded attack is an option.  Fire retardant is undesirable.

Agriculture Wildlife WHMA’s – Wildlife Habitat Management Areas 

LRMP directed process to identify and set aside crown land parcels for ag development and for wildlife protection within the Bulkley LRMP Ag/Wildlife management zone.

Wildlife habitat

· Mule Deer (for Kispiox) winter Range.  This winter range is unique and provides escape terrain, mature tree cover should be protected whenever possible.
· Caribou – Key Forest Caribou Habitat.  This is forest habitat that is utilized by the caribou for food and cover.  Trails should be kept to a minimum.
VQO Areas – Visual Quality Objectives:
Partial Retention 
Consisting of an altered Landscape in which the alteration, when assessed from a significant public viewpoint is 

i) easy to see 
ii) Small to medium in scale

iii) Natural and not rectilinear or geometric in shape

Retention 

Consisting of an altered Landscape in which the alteration, when assessed from a significant public viewpoint is 

i) difficult to see 

ii) Small in scale

iii) Natural in appearance
Section 4 - Modified -Definite

Core Ecosystem 
The purpose of a Core Ecosystem is to protect values by providing a cross section of naturally- occurring ecosystems that are not influenced by man, by retaining representative samples of old growth, and by providing forest interior conditions.
Old Growth Management Areas (OGMA)
The purpose of an OGMA is to maintain and preserve the natural Old Growth quality of the stand.  Trails to be kept to a minimum. 
Special Management Zones 

Areas where special features have been identified during a LRMP/SRMP planning process that require Special Management.  There are 2 Special Management Zones 

i) SM1 – Exclude all industrial activities except mineral exploration and mining.  

ii) SM2 – Industrial activities will be carried out to ensure that impacts on identified values are, such as visual quality, wildlife habitat, recreation or sensitive soils are minimized.  

*see attached for all SMZ’s of concern 

Wildlife habitat

Goat Habitat These areas are sensitive sites, and trails and mechanical disturbance is undesirable.
VQO Areas – Visual Quality Objectives
Preservation 

Consisting of an altered Landscape in which the alteration, when assessed from a significant public viewpoint is 

i)  Very small in scale 

ii) Not easily distinguished from the pre-harvest landscape

Tourism Node 
This is the sole access point to Babine River Park.  Tourism (remote access), visuals, and water quality values are paramount

Shenismike Wildlife Corridor 
The purpose of this corridor is to allow uninterrupted movement of wildlife from lower to higher elevations. 

Telegraph Trail buffer 
The Telegraph trail has a 200 metre buffer centred on the historic trail.
Light-hand-on land – bulldozers undesirable, fire retardant okay.

*note:  there are other trails mapped out and they have a 50m. VQO buffer around them.

Parks and Protected Areas
These have their own Fire Management Plan and once a fire reaches their boundary this will be addressed.  To get information on fire action for individual Parks see:
http://iwww.env.gov.bc.ca/wildfire/pre_fire/cabinet/pre_attack/northwest/northwest.xls

Special management Zones within the Bulkley/Kispiox TSA

	Map #
	Name
	Management Objectives

	1
	East Kispiox/Kuldo
	To maintain values including scenic resources, recreation, grizzly and goat habitat.  Commercial timber harvest deferred.



	2
	Rocher DeBoule
	To maintain values including scenic resources, recreation, and wildlife habitat.  Commercial timber harvest deferred.



	3
	Andimaul Lookout
	To maintain a rocky mountain Juniper community, deciduous forest and a recreation trail.  

	4
	Atna/Shelagyote
	To maintain values including scenic resources, recreation, grizzly bear denning habitat and goat habitat, and extensive wetlands in the Upper Sicintine and Shelagyote Valleys.  Commercial timber harvest deferred.



	5
	Babine River Valley
	To protect and buffer river based resource values within the Babine River Wilderness corridor.

	
	
	

	6
	Barbeau Creek (1-1)
	To manage a watershed in a primitive state.

	7
	Big Onion Mountain (5-2)
	To maintain Snowmobile Recreation Opportunities

	8
	Old Cronin Mine Site (5-3)
	Maintain recreational quality of this Alpine area.

	9
	Howson Range (11-1)
	Maintain caribou and goat habitat, and visual quality.

	10
	Hankin Plateau (11-2)
	To sustain and enhance a viable Caribou population.

	11
	Silvern Lakes (12-1)
	To promote valuable backcountry recreation potential.

	12
	Mooseskin Johnny lake (11-3)SM2
	To protect caribou habitat and the shallow lake and wetlands in the area, to maintain the existing commercial backcountry tourism operation while allowing industrial activity to occur.

	13
	Serb Creek Watershed (12-3)SM2
	To maintain the integrity of this sensitive ecosystem through fish, grizzly habitat, and water quality.


Parks and Protected Areas within the Bulkley/Kispiox TSA
	Map #
	Name

	A
	Swan Lake/Kispiox River Provincial Park

	B
	Babine river Corridor Park

	C
	Kitwanga Mountain Provincial Park

	D
	7 Sisters Protected Area

	E
	Babine Mountains Park

	F
	Burnt Cabin Bog

	G
	Call Lake Provincial Park

	H
	Ross Lake Provincial Park

	I
	Rainbow Alley

	J
	Boulder Creek

	K
	Netazul Meadow and Waterfall

	L
	Bulkley Junction Provincial Park

	M
	Seeley Lake Provincial Park

	N
	Catherine Creek Ecological Reserve

	O
	Driftwood Canyon Park

	P
	Nilkitkwa Lake Park

	Q
	Seven Sisters Protected Area

	R
	Tyhee Lake Park

	S
	Torkleson Lake Ecological Reserve

	T
	Anderson Flats Park

	U
	Tazdli Wyiez Bin/Burnie-Shea Park

	V
	Babine Lake Marine Park – Smithers Landing Site

	W
	Babine Mountains Park Trails


Sources: Kispiox LRMP; West Babine SRMP; Telegraph Trail Strategy, Parks Fire Management Plan, Bulkley LRMP

